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Britain and the Confrontation with Indonesia, 1960-66

The confrontation with Indonesia cut to the heart of Britain's desire to retain global power status in the 1960s
and was central to decolonisation and British defence policy across South-East Asia. Factors such as the need
to maintain a military base in Singapore drove strategy and this confrontation became a major commitment -
close at times to escalating into full-scale regional war. However, 'the Confrontation' was not recorded as a
conflict of this scale, and Britain was cast into a passive and defensive role. Here, David Easter reveals a
radically different view, persuasively making the case that Britain waged a secret and aggressive war against
President Sukarno's Indonesia. It was the covert nature of operations and the deliberate decision of British
policy-makers to keep the full extent of this conflict away from public scrutiny that has allowed it to be
overshadowed in the annals of history.

Between 2 Oceans (2nd Edn)

For over four years in the Swinging Sixties the armed forces of the UK were engaged in a little publicized but
crucial jungle war against communist aggressive on the vast island of Borneo.At any one time up to 50,000
troops (half of the Armys strength today) were deployed along a 1,000 mile front. Their enemy were the
communist led Indonesians whose leaders were determined to seize the states of Sarawak, Sabah and the oil
rich Brunei, all of whom for their part wished to maintain their Commonwealth links. The catalyst for the
war was the 1962 uprising in Brunei which was quickly crushed by the bold intervention of British army
units.The arrival of Major General Walter Walker, himself a controversial figure, gave the subsequent
campaign a clear direction. Indonesian incursions were rigorously defended and ruthlessly pursued. Top
Secret Claret operations took the fight to the enemy with cross border operations initially using Special
Forces and later with Chindit-style long range patrols. The outcome was a text book military victory thus
avoiding a British Vietnam debacle.

Confrontation

During the presidency of Lyndon Johnson, the British government sought to avoid escalation of the war in
Vietnam and to help bring about peace. The thinking that lay behind these endeavours was often insightful
and it is hard to argue that the attempt was not worth making, but the British government was able to exert
little, if any, influence on a power with which it believed it had, and needed, a special relationship. Drawing
on little-used papers in the British archives, Nicholas Tarling describes the making of Britain’s Vietnam
policy during a period when any compromise proposed by London was likely to be seen in Washington as
suggestive of defeat, and attempts to involve Moscow in the process over-estimated the USSR’s influence on
a Hanoi determined on reunification.

The British and the Vietnam War



Confronting Sukarno examines the regional and international implications of the Malaysian-Indonesian
Confrontation, a crisis more popularly known as Konfrontasi. By doing so, fundamental themes concerning
the Asian Cold War are discussed. In particular, the concern of western policy makers with an increasingly
belligerent communist China, the importance of Konfrontasi to the war in Vietnam and the British 'role' east
of Suez, are all examined in detail. Being a work of international history, the book draws extensively from
recently de-classified documents in the United States, Britain, Australia and New Zealand.

Confronting Sukarno

Beretter om briternes kamp mod kommunistiske terrorister i Malaysia og Borneo i perioderne 1948-1960 og
1962-1966.

The Malayan Emergency and Indonesian Confrontation

The 'Confrontation' between Malaysia and Indonesia in Bornew (January 20, 2006), the war against
Indonesian raids across a 900-mile border in some of the world's worst jungle terrain, eventually involved
nearly 20,000 British and Commonwealth troops, with air and naval support; and yet, by mutual consent, it
was astonishingly little reported at the time. This 'secret war' saw the perfection of SAS jungle tactics; a
Parachute Regiment action described as 'a second Rorke's Drift'; and audacious secret missions deep inside
enemy territory, including the award to a Gurkha soldier of the British Army's only 'living VC' for 40 years.

Britain’s Secret War

Arc of Containment recasts the history of American empire in Southeast and East Asia from World War II
through the end of American intervention in Vietnam. Setting aside the classic story of anxiety about falling
dominoes, Wen-Qing Ngoei articulates a new regional history premised on strong security and sure
containment guaranteed by Anglo-American cooperation. Ngoei argues that anticommunist nationalism in
Southeast Asia intersected with preexisting local antipathy toward China and the Chinese diaspora to usher
the region from European-dominated colonialism to US hegemony. Central to this revisionary strategic
assessment is the place of British power and the effects of direct neocolonial military might and less overt
cultural influences based in decades of colonial rule. Also essential to the analysis in Arc of Containment is
the considerable influence of Southeast Asian actors upon Anglo-American imperial strategy throughout the
post-war period. In Arc of Containment Ngoei shows how the pro-US trajectory of Southeast Asia after the
Pacific War was, in fact, far more characteristic of the wider region's history than American policy failure in
Vietnam. Indeed, by the early 1970s, five key anticommunist nations—Malaya, Singapore, Philippines,
Thailand, and Indonesia—had quashed Chinese-influenced socialist movements at home and established,
with U.S. support, a geostrategic arc of states that contained the Vietnamese revolution and encircled China.
In the process, the Euro-American colonial order of Southeast Asia passed from an era of Anglo-American
predominance into a condition of US hegemony. Arc of Containment demonstrates that American failure in
Vietnam had less long-term consequences than widely believed because British pro-West nationalism had
been firmly entrenched twenty-plus years earlier. In effect, Ngoei argues, the Cold War in Southeast Asia
was but one violent chapter in the continuous history of western imperialism in the region in the twentieth
century.

Arc of Containment

Although by about 1950 both British Borneo, including the protected sultanate of Brunei, and Indonesian
Borneo seemed settled under their different regimes and well on the way to post-war reconstruction and
economic development, the upheavals which affected Southeast and East Asia during the Cold War period
also deeply affected Borneo. Besides the impact of the Korean and Vietnam Wars and the Malayan
Emergency and communist uprisings in other Southeast Asian states, there was within Borneo the attempted
communist takeover of Sarawak from the 1950s, a failed coup d’état in Brunei in 1962, Sukarno’s
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Konfrontasi (confrontation) with Malaysia, and the horrific purge of Leftists and ethnic Chinese in the late
1960s. This book details these momentous events and assesses their impact on Borneo and its people. It is a
sequel to the author’s earlier books The Japanese Occupation of Borneo, 1941-1945 (2011) and Post-War
Borneo, 1945-1950: Nationalism, Empire, and State-Building (2013), collectively a trilogy.

American Book Publishing Record

This fascinating study looks at the origins, outbreak and course of the Indonesian-Malaysian confrontation of
1963-1966, within the context of British and American policies in South East Asia during the 1960s as a
whole. Matthew Jones uses new archival sources to throw fresh light on such subjects as British Colonial
policy and the creation of Malaysia, Anglo-American tensions over the confrontation itself, and the
diplomacy of that important, but often neglected, international dispute.

Borneo in the Cold War, 1950-1990

This study of the final stage of British colonial involvement in South East Asia begins with the arrival of
British troops in Indonesia as liberators in 1945-6 and culminates with the 1963-6 period of confrontation
between Malaysia and Indonesia.

Conflict and Confrontation in South East Asia, 1961-1965

This book addresses the most important question in geopolitics today - the future of relations between the US
and China. Concerned that the rise of China will challenge the its hegemony in world affairs, the US has
decided to reassert its influence in Asia to counteract any challenge. Examining and challenging the dominant
causal explanations for and professed intentions of this shift in US policy, this book uncovers the real
dynamics of contemporary Sino-American relations, surveying their complex interactions in the context of
their post-war history, offering the reader an accessible and informative survey of the relations between
China and the US in Asia, ranging from Russia's turn to the east, the rise of Japanese nationalism, democracy
in Myanmar, North Korea's nuclear programme to disputes in the South China Sea. This book is an
illuminating introduction to the defining issue shaping global politics for our time.

The Genesis of Konfrontasi

Interrogation, Intelligence and Security examines the origins and effects of a group of interrogation
techniques known as the ‘five techniques’. Through its in-depth analysis the book reveals how British forces
came to use these controversial methods. Focusing on the British colony of Aden (1963–67), the height of
‘the troubles’ in Northern Ireland (1971), and the conflict in Iraq (2003), the book explores the use of
hooding to restrict vision, white noise, stress positions, limited sleep and a limited diet. There are clear
parallels between these three case studies and the use of controversial interrogation techniques today.
Readers will be able to make informed judgements about whether, on the basis of the results of these cases,
interrogation techniques that might be described as torture can be justified. This book will be of particular
interest to security professionals, academics and members of the public interested in the torture debate,
intelligence, the military, counter-insurgency, counter-terrorism, foreign policy and law enforcement.

The US vs China

In All the Way with JFK? Peter Busch shatters many a myth about Anglo-American relations and the
Vietnam War. Demolishing the scholarly consensus thtat Britain was in constant pursuit of peace in
Indochina, he shows that the British government ruled out a negotiated settlement, advised JohnF. Kennedy
to conceal the American military build-up, and helped to put the blame for the escalating conflict squarely on
the communist regime in Hanoi. Simultaneously, Britain increased its own involvement in the conflict by
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sending Robert Thompson as the head of a team of counter-insurgencyexperts to South Vietnam. The
detailed analysis of the British Advisory Mission disproves the oft-repeated view that Thompson was the
brain behind the strategic hamlet programme, in which Kennedy and his administration put so much faith.
However, the British experts were convinced of theprogramme's eventual success, and Thompson told
Kennedy in 1963 that the South Vietnamese were winning the war.Drawing on newly released documents
from archives in Britain, the United States, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and East Germany, the
compelling story of Britain's involvement in Vietnam is set in the context of the Cold War in South-East
Asia. While Britain was en route to getting more deeplyinvolved in Vietnam, Indonesia's confrontation
policy re-focused London's attention to the Malayan area in 1963. Britain wanted to demonstrate to the
world, and particularly to President Kennedy, the Australians, and the New Zealanders, that it was still
willing and able to safeguard Commonwealthinterests in South-East Asia. Indeed, Whitehall's unequivocal
defence commitment to Malaysia, coupled with the British military build-up in the area, was completely
consistent with Britain's Vietnam policy.All the Way with JFK? proves that the British could not think of a
viable alternative to Kennedy's Vietnam policy that might have helped the US avoid the quagmire. Far from
playing the role of peacemaker, Britain supported Kennnedy's policy of seeking a decisive military victory in
Vietnam.

Interrogation, intelligence and security

Confronting Sukarno examines the regional and international implications of the Malaysian-Indonesian
Confrontation, a crisis more popularly known as Konfrontasi. By doing so, fundamental themes concerning
the Asian Cold War are discussed. In particular, the concern of western policy makers with an increasingly
belligerent communist China, the importance of Konfrontasi to the war in Vietnam and the British 'role' east
of Suez, are all examined in detail. Being a work of international history, the book draws extensively from
recently de-classified documents in the United States, Britain, Australia and New Zealand.

All the Way with JFK?

Offering the first comprehensive history of U.S relations with Indonesia during the 1960s, Economists with
Guns explores one of the central dynamics of international politics during the Cold War: the emergence and
U.S. embrace of authoritarian regimes pledged to programs of military-led development. Drawing on newly
declassified archival material, Simpson examines how Americans and Indonesians imagined the country's
development in the 1950s and why they abandoned their democratic hopes in the 1960s in favor of Suharto's
military regime. Far from viewing development as a path to democracy, this book highlights the evolving
commitment of Americans and Indonesians to authoritarianism in the 1960s on.

The Undeclared War

The third edition lists 50,000 titles that form the foundation of an undergraduate library's collection. This
volume in a six-volume set covers history.

Terminating Confrontation

Presents twentieth century world history including political, economic, military, and social events.

Confronting Sukarno

The Twentieth-Century World, 1914 to the Present introduces students to five distinct historical themes in
20th century history - politics, economics, religion, technology and the environment. Each of these themes is
set in a social and cultural history framework that emphasizes the commonalities and diversity in human
experiences throughout the recent era. This is a genuinely global textbook that takes a non-nationalistic
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approach to history and attempts to avoid marginalising the role of non-western actors and societies. John
Corbally explores the connections, interactions and exploitations of global resources and peoples that were
part and parcel of 20th-century history. Economically, the book shows how people were connected by the
spread of global capitalism and communism. It explores the spread of traditional religions and philosophies
all over the globe, as well as looking at secular challenges. It also considers how technology reached further
into people's lives. Ideal for undergraduate level students of 20th-century history, this is a book that offers a
balanced, multi-perspective approach to recent global history, helping the 21st-century student understand
today's world and interrogate commonly held assumptions about its history.

Economists with Guns

The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists is the premier public resource on scientific and technological
developments that impact global security. Founded by Manhattan Project Scientists, the Bulletin's iconic
\"Doomsday Clock\" stimulates solutions for a safer world.

Books for College Libraries: History

This book provides an important study of a short-lived government making foreign policy in the shadow of
an impending general election. It considers Britain's relations with the United States, Africa, Asia and the
Middle East.

British defence policy in south east Asia and the confrontation 1960-66

Nigel J. Ashton analyses Anglo-American relations during a crucial phase of the Cold War. He argues that
although policy-makers on both sides of the Atlantic used the term 'interdependence' to describe their
relationship this concept had different meanings in London and Washington. The Kennedy Administration
sought more centralized control of the Western alliance, whereas the Macmillan Government envisaged an
Anglo-American partnership. This gap in perception gave rise to a 'crisis of interdependence' during the
winter of 1962-3, encompassing issues as diverse as the collapse of the British EEC application, the civil war
in the Yemen, the denouement of the Congo crisis and the fate of the British independent nuclear deterrent.

20th Century

The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists is the premier public resource on scientific and technological
developments that impact global security. Founded by Manhattan Project Scientists, the Bulletin's iconic
\"Doomsday Clock\" stimulates solutions for a safer world.

The Twentieth-Century World, 1914 to the Present

Made in Nusantara serves as a comprehensive introduction to the history, sociology, ethnography, and
musicology of historical and contemporary popular music in maritime Southeast Asia. Each essay covers
major figures, styles, and social contexts of genres of a popular nature in the Nusantara region including
Malaysia, Indonesia, Brunei, Singapore, and the Philippines. Through a critical investigation of specific
genres and their spaces of performance, production, and consumption, the volume is organised into four
thematic areas: 1) issues in Nusantara popular music; 2) history; 3) artists and genres; and 4) national vs.
local industries. Written by scholars working in the region, Made in Nusantara brings local perspectives to
the history and analysis of popular music and critically considers conceptualisations developed in the West,
rendering it an intriguing read for students and scholars of popular and global music.

Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists
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This title describes how civil war is defined and categorized and presents data and descriptions for nearly 300
civil wars waged from 1816 to the present. Analyzing trends over time and regions, this work is the definitive
source for understanding the phenomenon of civil war.

Teaching History

Part of The Labour Governments 1964-70 series, this text concentrates on Britain's international policy
during Harold Wilson's Labour governments in the 1960s. The coverage ranges from defence policy and the
government machine to European integration, NATO and the Vietnam War. Harold Wilson and his ministers
have often been accused of betraying the sense of promise that greeted their victory in 1964. Using recently
released archival evidence, Young argues that a more balanced view of the goverment should recognize the
real difficulties that surrounded decision-making, not only on Vietnam, but also on Aden, the Nigerian Civil
War and Rhodesia. tensions and the need to placate allies all placed limits on what a once-great but clearly
declining power could achieve. Fruthermore, the government proved of pivotal importance in the history of
Britain's international role, in that it presided over a major shift of focus from positions east of Suez to
European concerns, a focus that has remained until the present day. international relations during this
exciting period. Together with the other books in the series, on domestic and economic policy, it provides a
complete picture of the development of Britain under the premiership of Harold Wilson.
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